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Mr. HI L L's PREFACE. 
FI E R having been upwards of 
ZR twenty-five Years Maſter of a The- 
atre, I am very much ſurpriz d to 
d find myſelf accus'd' of robbing a 
349 Perſon of an Entertainment, with 

1, ** a Deſign to bring it on the Stage, 
as my own. As I have the utmoſt Deteſtation of 
fo mean an Artifice; ſo, if my Inclinations could 
have prompted me to it, it were as. impoſſible to 
attempt, as to rob a Perſon of a Picture, and then 
expoſe that Picture to Sale at a publick Auction: 
The Fraud, in each Caſe, being equally eaſy to be 
detected. Fs Ws LOSS 1 
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I Do declare, upon reading Mr. Hill's hs 
ſody of an Opera, I had it in ſo high a Contempt, 
that, ſhould the meaneſt Capacity deſcend to bor- 
row any thing from it, I lookt on it to be as low a 
Theft as robbing, the Spital; there being neither 


Sentiment, Diction, Conduct, nor any One Qua- 
lity that could render it in the leaſt entertaining to 


the Town, or uſeful to a Theatre; nor is it in- 


deed, poſſible to put his wild and abſurd Flights 
of Invention into Execution. | 


IAM the leſs concern d for the Judgment which 
thoſe Perſons who know me will make of this Af- 
fair, becauſe, I doubt not, but they will do me the 
Juſtice to give no Credit to it: But as the Accu» 
ſation may fall into the Hands of many who are 
entirely unknown to me, and who might natural» 
ly ſuppoſe, that no Man would be fo hardy as to 
dare publickly to aſſert ſuch a Number of Facts, 
and all falſe; 1 thought a Juſtification of myſelf 
equally duc to the Town, and my on Character. 
And though it may not come into the Hands of 
every one Who has read his Accuſation, yet it is 
incumbent on me to ſet the whole Affair in a clear 


Light, and leave the World to judge en 
of the Truth. 


LT HE true State of the Caſe is as follows : 


So E time laſt Seaſon, 1738, a Manuſcript, 
entituled Oz PREUS, an Opera, was left at my 
Houſe 
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Houſe in Bloomsbury Square, (which Place I had 


left *rill about two Months ſince, on account of 
the Deceaſe of one of my Family); and the 


fame was brought to me, to Covent-Garden, by 


Mr. Edward Thomſon, where it remain d for 
the ſpace of a Day or two; at which Time, 


Mr. Thomſon ſaid, the Author was very impati= 
ent for his Copy, which 1 immediately gave him 

to deliver back to the Author; which he according- 
ly did. But, upon Mr. Hill's charging me, in his 


Preface, with having it in my Cuſtody above a 
Month, I particularly examin'd my Servants, what 


Time this Copy was left for me; and I receiv'd 
E from them the following Information. | 


© 1 Edeth Gray do declare, That in, or about 


the middle of October, 1738, a Perſon came 
to my Maſter's (Mr. Rich's) Houſe in Bloomsbu- 
F © ry Square, which was entruſted to my Care, and 
left a Manuſcript, entitaPd Orpheus, with me, 
do give to my Maſter. Next Day the ſame Per- 
* © ſon call'd again, to know my Maſter's Anſwer. 
1 told him, I had not ſeen my Maſter, and could 
ſay nothing to it. On the Fourth and Sixth of 


November following, the Play of Tamerlane be- 


J was oblig'd to attend there, and therefore de- 
ſired Mr. Bor Thomſon, who reſided with me 
at the Houſe in Bloomsbury Square, to take care 
of it in my Abſence. 5 5 
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© 1 Bor Thomſon do declare, That whilit I took 

* care of the ſaid Houſe, in the Abſence of 

© Mrs. Gray, as above, on the ſaid Fourth and Sixth 

© of November, 1738, a Perſon came for his 

Orpheus, and inſiſted to have it immediately de- 
< liver'd to him, for that he was inform'd Mr. Rich 
* was getting it up at Covent-Garden Theatre, with 
Intent to rob and cheat him of his Property in 


it; and gave very abuſive Language, calling 
Mr. Rich by ſeveral opprobrious Names, and 


© declar'd he would publiſh the Injury intended him 


© 1n all the News-Papers. On the Noiſe made in 


© the Street, my Brother, Edward Thomſon, who 
© was then in the Houſe, came to the Door, and 
c pacity'd this Perſon, by aſſuring him, if he 


would call in a Day or two, he ſhould have his 


Orpheus return'd him. Upon which this Per- 
< {on went away.” 17 


I Edward Thomſon do declare, That when 
this ſame Perſon charg'd my Maſter with getting 


© up his Orpheus, as above, the ſame was in my 


* Cuſtody, having been deliver'd ro me, ſome 


time before, by Mrs. Gray, for my Maſter's Per- 


* uſual, ho had not then ſeen it, nor did he know 
that ſuch an Opera was left for him, through my 
* Forgerfulneſs. But, upon the Clamour he made, 
© I immediately carried it to my Maſter, and left 


© it with him, who returned it to me in a Day or 
two at moſt; and the fame was given back to 


© the Perſon demanding it. 
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= © Tux 3 ee as they relate to each | 
Jof us, we declare to be true. 


Edeth Gra y, 
Bor Thomſon, 
E dward 1 homſon. 


N. B. Tnoven Mr. Hill has ſo unjuſtly charg d. 

that I was getting up HIS Orpheus, before 

I had ever ſeen, or heard of it; and that I 

had kept it long enough to make an hundred 

Copies, before I ſent it back ; theſe three 

Teſtimonies aſcertain the Fact, that J had it 
in 5 Poffeſion but two Days, at molt. 


1.28 


4 FEW Nights after this, a perſon cooks tome, 
in Play time, behind the Scenes, and acquainted 
me, that he had left an Euter taiument, call'd 
Orpheus, which he preſum'd I had read, and 
thould be glad to know my Sentiments of it. I 
told him, 1 I had read it; but that the Author 
ſeem'd to me ro be a Stranger to the Stage, and 
that it would by no means do. He then ask'd 
ny Objections; I anſwer'd, that the Story was 
not wholly purſu'd; that Eurydice's firſt Appear- 
ance was in Hell, which I thought an abſurd Con- 
duct; and that "the Author fee d to be unac- 
quainted with the Manner of writing Words ro 
Muſick : That inſtead of taking up an Hour at the 
End of a Play, it ſeem'd to me as if his Piece 
would rather take uf lix Weeks in the Performance. 

Ar 


[6] 


At which Time I alſo acquainted him, that I was 


coming out with an Orpheus and Eurydice of 
my own ; that I had differ'd greatly from him in 


the conducting of the Story, and had brought my 


Eurydice upon Earth, and endeavour'd to aſlign a 


Cauſe how ſhe came by her Death. The Aurhor 


paus d. Upon which I took my Leave, and I 


heard nothing farther from him 'till November. 14, 


2739. On which Day, or the Day afterwards, 1 


receiv'd the following Letter, 


Au. Wen, 
S1R, 
HEAR You are now going to play my Orpbezs, 


which you have ſo often talk d of, and ſend 
you this, to inform you that I am ſtill in Being, 


and as reſolute to reſent the Injury you intend me, 
as ever. And thatunleſs you give me Satisfacti- 


on, I will take ſuch Methods of Reſentment, that 
it never ſhall be acted. 


I SHALL expect your Anſwer to Morrow at the I 
Bar of the Bedford Coffee-Houſe, under the Pi- 


, where I will call for it 
I am, 
SIR, 


Tours, as you uſe ne, 


Nowember 14, 17 30.” 5 Joux HID. 
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Bo HE Contents of this Letter greatly ſurpriz'd 


being ſo much a Stranger to the Particulars 


3 d in it, that I look d upon it as a fictitious 


one (of which I had recciv'd many, on different 
Occaſions) and that the ſame was calculated purely 
to deter me from bringing on my Entertainment 


of Orpheus and Eurydice, or as a Preparatzve for 
me to expect an Interruption in the Performance. 


Upon which, I had Thoughts of publiſhing the 


above Letter: But reading the ſame to ſome Com- 
any then at my Houle, one of the Company 


(Mrs. Gould) inform'd me, that there was a Per- 


ſon who had been at ſeveral Places about Town, 
and had told a pitiful Story, that I had ſtole his 
Orphens, and was going to bring it upon the Stage, 


as my own; begging their Intereſt to go the firſt 


Night, and put a Stop to it. Ithen ask'd her, if 


the thought ſhe could find our any of the Places 


where hes Perſon had been? that I might, there- 


by, come at the Knowledge of bim. She an- 
wer d, the believ'd ſhe could, and would make it 


er Buſineſs to enquire. The next Evening, being 


- | Fe the 16th, ſhe came to me, and acquainted 


me ſhe had found out that Perſon ; that his Name 
was Hill, and that he kept an Apothecary's Shop 
in 7ames-ſtreet, Covent-Garden. Upon which I 


| requeſted two Gentlemen to go along with me to 


him on the allowing 1 


As 1 was preparing to go, on Saturday the 17thy | 
to Mr. Hill, Captain Egan ain on me, I ace + 
quainted 
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behind his Shop. 


_ © with going to do an Orpheus of his. | 
© him, asa Trend whether he conſidered the In- 
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quainted him with the Contents of an extraordi. f 


nary Letter 1 had receiv'd from one Mr. Hill, 


and that I was then going to him. Captain Egan 5 
replied, that he had heard ſomething of this Affair 
before; that the Perſon had often been at his Houſe; 


that he was very well acquainted with him; and, if : 1 
I pleaſed, he wou'd firſt go to him, and endeavour 


to get him to give me a Meeting, in order to clear ; 


more paſt at that Time. 


What was ſubſequent to his I ſhall deliver i in 1 


Captain E. gan $ own Words. 


< I went from Mr. Rich's Houſe directly to | | 


upt this Affair. To which I conſented, and nothing N 


Mr. Hill's, in Fames-ſtreet, Covent- Garden; 


and found him in his Shop. I told him, I ſhould 
be glad to ſpeak two or three Words with him: 
pon which he carried me into a little Room 
I there told him, I was juſt 
* come from Mr. Rich, who had ſhew'd me a 
© Letter he had receiv'd from him, charging him 
I asK'd 


fury he did Mr. Rich by ſuch a Report, without 


© ever knowing, or ſeeing, what Mr. Rich's Copy 
© was? and that Mr. Rich had been at a very great 


© Expence in painting Scenes, and other Preparati- 


can you pretend to make Mr. Rich, faid 1, if, 


£ at laſt, you ſhould find no Similitude in the Co- 
« pics? 1 asked him farther, if he would go along | 


The © with 


© ons; or Words to that purpoſe. What Amends 
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© with me, and give Mr. Rich a Meeting. He 
told me, Mr. Nich had us'd him ſo ill, that he 
© ſhould not be able to contain himſelf; and that per- 
* haps, he ſhould either do, or ſay ſomething, that 


Mr. Rich might take hold of. I then told him, that 
I thought he would find, in the End, that Mr. 


* Rich was the Perſon injured; and that He had 


moſt Reaſon to complain of ill Uſage: But 
however, that I would take upon me to prevent 
Matters coming to any Extreams on either Side, 
if he would but give him a Meeting. He then 
told me, he could not poſitively promile, till he 
had conſulted his Friend, or Friends; but that he 
would call at my Houſe the next Day, being Sun- 
day; which he accordingly did. He told me, 
as he was ſitting with me in the Parlour, that he 
was come to go along with me to Mr. Rich, re- 
lying entirely upon the Promiſe I had made him. 
And we went directly to Mr. Rzch's Houſe, and, 
finding him at Home, were ſhewn into a Parlour,” 


© When Mr. Rich came to us, I acquainted him 
thar the Perſon I had brought with me was Mr. 
Hill. Mr. Rich then pulled out the Letter he 
had received, and asked him, 7f he knew any 
thing of that Letter? Mr. Hill ſaid, he did; and 
owned the Letter to be his writing. Mr. Rich 
then asked him, what Reaſon, or Foundation he 
had to charge him with going to do his Orpheus, 
before he knew what he intended to do? Mr. 
Hill anſwer'd, that he never heard he was about 
any other, and therefore it muſt be his. He far- 

C ther 
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[264 
ther asked Mr. Rich, whether he had not ſwore 


the Peace againſt him? Mr. Rich replied, that 
he was ſurprized at ſuch a Queſtion ; for that he 


kind; neither was it poſlible for him to ſwear 
the Peace againſt a Perſon that was entirely un- 
known to him. Mr. Hill pauſed, 


* Mr. Richthen charged him to be very cautious 
< of what he did; for he had not given the leaſt Rea- 


* 


ſelf to be the Author of that Letter, Mr. Rich 


© would endcavour, in that Particular, to do him- 
* ſelf Juſtice. Mr. Hill replied, that he was not 
afraid of the Law; for that a Gentleman had al- 
ready depoſited a T houſand Pounds, and would 


A 


< ſtand by him, againſt any Proſecution of Mr. 
Rich's: And that he had already appriſed a 7hou- 
* {and Perſons of his Caſe, who had promiſed him 


A 


they would be at the Theatre the firſt Night, and 


put a Stop to the Performance. Mr. Rich then 


told him, that he had laid out Two Thouſand | 
Pounds upon the Entertainment; and, if the 


« {ame ſhould appear not to be his, ask'd him, what 
© Reparation he thought, he could make him for 
* ſo injurious a Report, and prejudicing a thouſand 
* Perſons againſt him? Mr. Hill replied, that he 


© could eaſily acquaint thoſe Gentlemen, and * 
© thereby put a Stop to their Proceedings. That, 
Mr. Rich ſaid, he look'd upon as impoſſible; for 
© the Thouſand he had already appriſed of the In- 

1 5 « juſtice | 


never had the leaſt Thought of a Thing of that. 


then ſaid 
that that was ſtrange, for he heard he had. 


ſon for his Suſpicion ; and, as he had own'd him 
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juſtice done, had, doubtleſs, influenc'd ten times 


© the Number. In that Caſe, Mr. Hill ſaid, he 


would give Mr. Rich publick Satisfaction in the 
Daily Papers. Mr. Rich then, to convince him, 
acquainted him that Mr. Theobald was concern'd 
in the writing of his Orpheus and Eurydice many 
Years ago. Ay, ſaid Mr. Hill, and pauſed 
That is impoſlible— for that One belonging to 
Mr. Rich's Company, had, not above three Days 
before, ſaid, that it was his Orpheus Mr. Rich 
was about to do. Mr. Rzch deſir d to know the 
Perſon ; but Mr. Hill begg d to be excuſed. Upon 
which, Mr. Rich ask'd him if that Perſon had 
ever 3 his Copy? He anſwered, No. Or whe- 


ther the Perſon had ever ſeen Mr. Rich's Copy? 


He likewiſe anſwered, No. How then, reply d 
Mr. Rich, can you pretend to ſay, and give out, 


that I am going to do your Orpheus! Mr. Hill 


anſwered, He did believe it, and always Jpould, 
"ill he was convinced to the Contrary. 


© Mr. Rich, finding him obſtinately fix'd in his | 
Opinion, withour giving one ſingle Reaſon for 
his Suſpicions, and looking upon him to be 4 
weak Man, and capable of perf iſting in his Error, 
to avoid any Diſturbance that might happen in 
the Theatre, occaſion'd by Mr. Hill, propoſed a 
Meeting; and if he would bring a Friend or two 
along with him, and bring his Orpheus, Mr. 
Rich, tho' not obliged to ſuch a Conceſſion, 
would likewiſc bring his, and they ſhould be read 

C2 "YO 


his Letter, and thus opens himſelf to the Company; 


wherein he had charged him with going to 
do his Orpheus; and delird he would give 
his Reaſons to the Company preſent, for imagi- 
ning he would uſe his Orpheus, or even any 3 
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5 the 3 The Bedford Coffec-houe | 
© and One the next Day. 


I went accordingly, the next Day, to the Bed- | 

: * ford Coffee-houſe, where I met Mr. Hill; but 
Mr. Rich not coming by the Time appointed, 

< we adjourned the Meeting till between Six and 
Seven that Evening. I went directly back to 
Mr. Rich, whom I found waiting for me; having, 
* the Night before, promiſed to call-on him for © | 
that Purpoſe ; and his not coming, was occaſio- 

ned thro' this Miſtake of mine. I then ac- 

quainted him with the Time of our Adjournment. 7 

At which Time we met, and Mr. Hill brought 
with him a Gentleman, one Mr. Pitt. We were 

all ſhew'd into a Room. 
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Mr. Hill and Mr. Stede. 2 M 


At which Place, Mr. Rich again firſt produces 8 Tl 


That he had received that Letter from Mr. Hill 1 


Part of it. Mr. Hill repligd, That he never had 
Heard 
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left his Copy with Mr. Rich about a Year ago, 

Bed- which he believed Mr. Rich had cauſed to be 
; bur tranſcribed. Mr. Rich then declared, that his had 
nted, been finiſhed theſe Seven Years; that he believed 
and Mr. Stede had made a Copy of it ſo long ago. 
k to Mr. Stede being asked as to this Particular, faid, 
ving, That he could not be poſitive whether it were fo 
n for long ſince, but that he was ſure it was upwards of 
caſio- four Tears; which was above three Years, by 
 ac- Mr. Hill's own Confeſſion, before his Orpheus 
nent. was brought to Mr. Rich. Mr. Rich declared 
ught farther, that Scenes had been painted for the En- 
were tertainment of his Orpheus and Eurydice, by 
Mr. Lambert, upwards of ten Years; for the 

| Truth of which, he appeal'd ro Mr. Forreſt and 
Now. Mr. Stede, who both declar'd, they were; having 
ſeen them ſeveral Times, while they were paint- 
ing, and after they were finiſh'd. Mr. Hill then 
Pitt, $ ask'd, If there was a Scene painted of Hell? 
Mr. Forreſt anſwer'd, There was, and was taken 
from Milton's Deſcription. Mr. Hill reply, 
duces Thar that was a very improper One, as not being 
any; the Hell of the Ancients 3 and where then could 
Hill, Mr. Rich meet with the Story? Mr. Forreſt re- 
>. tO ply'd, Why, out of Littleton's Dictionary, which 
give every School-Boy muſt be acquainted with. Mr. 
nagi⸗ Rich added, beſides, that the Story had already 
any been made uſe of at moſt of the Theatres ; twice 
ad at Drury-Lane, and both at Lincotn's-1nn-Fields, 


and 


[7 


Torment, as they had already been made uſe 


and the Hay-Market : And as to the Perſons in | 


of, and ſeemed ro Mr. Rich too ſhocking in the : 


Repreſentation, he choſe to avoid them. All 


this, Mr. Hill reply'd, was no Proof to him; 
and that he muſt have further Satisfaction, or he 


would do himſelf Juſtice, by putting a Stop to 
the Performance. 


Mr. Forreſt then laid before him the Sch 
Conſequence of ſuch a Proceeding, and endea- 
youred to diſſuade him from purſuing his declar'd 


Intentions of ſpiriting up the Publick to inter- ; 
rupt and diſturb Mr. Rich in his lawful Vocation, 
and deprive him of the Benefit and Advantages of 


his Theatrical Performances ; intimating, thar if 


he did, whatever Severity the Law could inflict 
for ſuch Offences, he muſt expect to meet with. 


What ! faid Mr. Hill, riſing, Am to be threat- 


ned 2 I do not value the Law; and then repeated 


what he had before ſaid to Mr. Rich, that he was 
well ſupported in what he intended, and had a 


Thouſand Pounds ready depoſited, to ſecure him 


at all Events —and was leaving the Company in 
a Paſſion, 


But One of the Company inform'd 
him, that this was no Threat, but friendly Ad- 


vice; for tho he might be ſpirited up by the De- 


poſit of the Thouſand Pounds, he would find 
himſelf to be made a Tool of, and, by the Let- 
ter, that he had wrote, that the Whole would fall 
upon himſelf, 
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Mr. Rich ask'd Mr. Hill how he cou'd make 


uſe of a Gentleman's Name to have wrote it, and 


| | given it to him, as he was told he had? Which 


Mr. Hill denied. Then Mr. Rich appeal'd to one 
of the Company who had informed him, who 
owned he had heard the ſame himſelf. Mr. Hill 
then ſaid, he had been at that Gentleman's Houſe 
that Day, bur he was out of Town. Mr. Rich 


let him know, that he could not believe it, for he 


had ſeen him the Day before, and had received a 


f Letter from him that very Day: The Buſineſs of 
which was made publick to the Company; and 


nothing farther paſt on this Head. 


Mr. Rich then acquainted him, that the Intent 


of the preſent Meeting was, that the two Pieces 
might be there read to the Company, for them to 
judge whether any Part of Mr. Rich's was like 


Mr. Hill's; and thereupon he ask'd if he had 
brought his Orpheus with him? Mr. Hill reply'd, 
No: For that Mr. Fletewood had it, who was ill 
of the Gout; and therefore he could not get it. 


Mr. Rich then ask'd, to what Purpoſe they were 


met? Mr. Hill ſaid, he had a foul Copy at Home, 
which he would fetch: And accordingly he did. 


Mr. Hill was then deſir'd to read his Orpheus: 
He begg'd to be excuſed, and gave it ro Mr. Rich, 
who deſird Mr. Forreſt to be ſo good as to read 
it; which he did, in a plain, intelligible Manner. 
After which, Mr. Rich read his, and, af the Con- 
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cly 2 F every Stene, paus d, and ask*d Mr. Hill 


whether there was any thing in that Scene that was 


like or taken from his? Mr. Hill reply'd, he 
could not ſay that there Was; but, on the contra- 


ry, found Fault, and ask'd what Buſineſs Mr. Rich 


had with ſeveral Characters that were ot in his. 


Then, after ſome Pauſe, he ſtarted, and ſaid, 
— Now I think of it, chore 25 a Duetto in yours, 


and ſo there is in mine ; and how could that be; 
unleſs you took it from mine? Mr. Rich then ac- 


quainted him, that he appeared a Stranger to Mu- 


lick ; for that there was ſeldom, or never an O- 


pera, or Muſical Entertainment without a Duetto. 
But to give him all poſlible Satisfaction, they were 


both again read, and compar'd ; and were judged 


to be no ways alzke, in Words, Senſe, or Meaning ; 5 


and that Mr. Hill himſelf allowed the ſame 3 
but till faid, it was a Duetto, and therefore ta- 


ken from him. 


Warn Mr. Rich 8 to that Part of the laſt 


Interlude, where he introduces Apollo, Mr. Hill | 


caſting his Eyes on the Paper read from, which 


was not Writ in the ſame Hand with the reſt of ' 
the Piece, he inſiſted, that this Thought was taken 


from his ſecond Interlude. Mr. Rich ask'd if he 


had an Apollo? He ſaid, No: Bur ſtill z»/i/ted ; 


that the Thought was talen from that Scene. 


But, in order to reduce him to Reaſon, if poſli- | 


ble, he was inform'd, that That was wrote by a 
Gentleman not then In England. This confirm'd 
him in his Aſſertion; for, he ſaid, he had entruſted 


tus 


Ee head 
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| his Opera with Mr. Martin Delagarde (Brother 


io Mr. Delazarde, who gow dances at Covent- 
Garden Theatre) about four Years ago; and he 
believ'd he had play'd him falſe, and given Mr. 
Rich a Copy of his Entertainment ; for he was 
certain that was his Hand, and Mr. Delagarde was 
then in Jamaica. But to prove to him that he 
was miſtaken in this Particular, Mr. rede pro- 
duc'd a Letter from a Gentleman, dated at Lisbon, 
and, upon comparing the Hands, they appeared to 
be the very ſame. 8 


Mr. Pitt then ſaid; That he was aſham'd of Mr. 
Hlill; and that he would not flatter him, if he was 
his Father, but would ſpeak the Truth: That he 
couid not help faying, that there was no Likeneſs 
or $;;#i1;tude between them ; and that he thought 


it ſcarce poſſible for two Things, wrote upon the 


ſame Subject, to be /o unlike. The reſt of the 
Company declar'd, they were of the ſame Opi- 
nion. Mr. Hill told them, he did not look upon 
them to be Judges 3 and chat he would refer it ro. 
Mr. Pope, Mr. Littleton, or Mr. Glover, for 
their Opinions, whether Mr. Rich's was not taken 
from his. Mr. Forreſt reply'd, Thar it would be 


giving Gentlemen of their Conſequence too mucli 


Trouble; and that the Company then preſent 
could as eaſily determine, as they could diſtinguith 
Black from White. But neither Mr. Rich. nor 
any other Perſon, reflected upon thoſe Gentlemen, 


as Mr. Hill has invidiouſly and falſly charged; nor 
were their Names ſo much as repeated upon that 
Or any other Occaſion. 
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Mr. Fil being ſtill fix'd in his Opinion that 


Mr. Rich had robb'd him of his Entertainment; | 
Mr. Rich, in Juſtification of himſelf (as Mr. Hill! 


had been made acquainted with the whole Deſign 
of Mr. Rich's Orpheus) and to prevent Mr. Hill's 
making any Alteration in his own, inſiſted that 
Mr. Hills Copy ſhould be left in the Hands of the 
Lord Chamberlain, or any Gentleman of Honour : 


Or, that it ſhould be left with his Friend, Mr. Pitt, 


tho' at that Time a Stranger to Mr. Rich, if he 


would give his Word and Honour not to part 
with it, *cill Mr. Rzch came out with his. At 


the ſame Time, Mr. Rich told Mr. Hill, that 


as. he had another Copy, he was at Liberty to 


print his Entertainment as ſoon as he pleas'd ; 


whereby the Town would be able to judge, when 


Mr. Rich's ſhould appear, whether Mr. Rich had 
taken ſo much as one ſingle Line from him: 


Which the Company thought to be both reaſon- 


able and juſt: And accordingly the Copy, by 


Mr. Hills Conſent, was deliver d 5.4 Mr. Rich to 
Mr. Pitt. = 


This 18 the Subſtance of the RY then 
had at the Bedford Coffee-Houſe; the Truth of 


every Part of which, we, who were there preſent, 


are ready to atteſt upon our reſpective Oaths, if 


the lame {hall be 3 neceſſar y. 
85 J. Rich, 
| R. Egan, 
e Fe Pitt . 


Eben. Forreft, 


J. Stede. 


. 
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Norwirks TAN DIN Gall which Afeverations,' 
ſupported by Proofs, this wrong-headed Gentle- 
man perſiſts to charge me with a fraudulent De- 


| ſign of performing his Orpheus, tho he was ac- 


quainted by me, that Mr. Theobald was concern'd' 


in the writing my Entertainment /everal Tears 
| before ; tho Mr. Srede declar'd, that he had up- 
| wards of four Tears before cranſcrib'd the Copy 


of my Orpheus; tho' Mr. Forreſt and Mr. Stede 


XZ aflurd him, that they had ſeen Mr. Lambert's' 
Scenes upwards of ten Tears ago; tho ſatisfy d 


upon the reading to him my Entertainment of 
Orpheus, that it was not like, as he himſelf con- 


Ae d. in any one Circumſtance; yet this Gentleman 


did perſiſt in his Error, and maintain'd that my 
Entertainment muſt be folen from his, becauſe 


; | there was no Manner of Similitude betwixt em; 
and, upon that Conviction, publiſh'd his ſcandalous ' 


Preface. Nay, and he has the Aſſurance to hope, 


upon the Merits of his Preface, as he declares, 


that ſo ſoon as I attempt to play my Overture, 


we ſhall hear a general Call of Juſtice for the Au- 


thor — Pay the Author — inſtead of that Applauſe 


| I promiſe my ſelf : And that nothing will be 
2 /ufer'd to be heard, till T agree ſo to do. What 


Sort of Payment this Author: ought to expect 
trom me, or Favour from the Town, I willingly? 
ſubmit to their Determination. | ; 


IN Conkimuatios of what Mr. Farveſ and Mr. 


| Sree haye aſſerted, with regard to my Entertain 
. ment 


i 
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ment being ſo many Years prior to Mr. Hill's, l 
think it neceflary to produce the following Veu- 
cher. 


© I po declare to have painted Scenes for Mr. 

© Rech, for his Entertainment of Orpheus and Eu- 
B dice upwards of twelve Tears.” 
Geo. Lombert. 


IN farther Confirmation, that 1 had engag'd in 
my Orpheus and Eurydice, above ten Years bo- 
fore Mr. Hill ſo much as pretends to have fi- 
niſh'd his, it will not be improper to ſubjoyn the 
Teſtimony of Mr. Theobald in his own Words, 
Who was employ'd by me on this Occaſion. 


I po affirm, that fo long ago as the Begin- 
ning of the Year 1723, Mr. Rich apply'd to me, 
© to write for him a Maſque, or Mil ſical Hnter- 


Orpheus and Eurydice; and that he gave me a 


W @& 


jy with his Groteſque Scenes, 
Places. 


* of that very Year, I began to write the ſaid E B- 
* tertajument, Which was then deſign'd to be ſet | 
to Mulick by Dr. Pepuſeh: And I find by Let= | 
: ters that 2 d between the Doctor and me, that 

on 
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 Fainment, in duce Interludes, on the Subject of 


Plan for the Scenary thereof, written all in his 
own Hand (which is to this Day in my Cuſtody) 
and which was lodg'd with me, to the Iutent, as 
I preſume, that I might conduct the vocal Parts 
in ſuch a manner, that they might fall in proper- 
at their ſeveral 
I do further declare, that in the summer 
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on the 28th of September 1723, I had then al- 
© ready turniſh'd the Doctor with good Part of the 
Copy of the ſaid Entertainment ; and that Day 
© had ſent him anew Air and Scene, that he might 
Z © not ſtand {till in his Compoſition, Thar as to 
Mr. Jahn Hill's Entertainment, or Opera of 
Orpheus, as he is pleas d to call ir, I never heard 
one Syllable concerning the ſame, nor ever ſaw 
© one Line thereof, till Saturday N ight the 29th 
of December, 1739; nor did lever, till then, 
© kearthar there was ſuch a Perſon as Mr. Zohn Hill 
in Being. And I do further declare, that the 
5 Entertainment which Mr. Rich is now preparing 
co have perform'd, is wrote exactly after the 
Original Plan before mention'd, form'd and 
= ſettled Sixteen Tears ago, without the eee 
8 fiction ot any one individual Scene. 


L. THEOBALD. 


ABOUT a Fortnight after the Meeting at the 
$ Bedford Coffee-Houſe, Mr. Pitt came to me be- 
hind the Scenes, and acquainted me, that Mr. £7;// 
had been with him, and dem e _ 8 Ot 
= his Orpheus, which Mr. Pitt refus'd, 2s he had 
given his Word and Honour, before himſelf and 


: I the reſt of the Gentlemen ar the Bedford Coffee- 


& Houſe, not to do, unleſs by Mr. Rich's Conſent : 


Upon which Mr. Hill reply'd, That he would bring 


Zan Action for the ſame, his Copy being deliver'd 


IJ by Mr. Rich, and not by himſelf; and therefore he 


TW ſhould inſiſt upon its being return d to hin; and 
3 1 
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ask'd me what he ſhould do in this Caſe ? 


by Mr. Hill's Conſent, and he had given his Word 
and Honour. to keep it, I hop'd he would act ac- 


cording to his Promiſe ; and that I would imdem- 


nify him from any Charge that might be conſe- 
quent to ſuch Refuſal. 


Sou time after this, Mr. Clarke, the Pub- 


liſher of Mr. Hill's Orpheus, met Mr. Pitt, and 
ask'd him, why he would keep Mr. FHlill's Or- 
phenus, to appear as an Evidence againſt Pim 7 


FROM this Rehavious I can't help drawing chis 
Inference; That it could be with no other Inten- 
tion (as Mr. Hill had been acquainted with the 
Plan and Scenary of my Orpheus) than to have 
printed mine inſtead of his, he having the fair 
Copy of his own in his Poſſeſſion. In which Opi- 
nion I am the more confirm'd, by his going to 
Captain Egan, and letting him know, thar the 
Night he parted from the Company at the Bed- 
Ford Coftce-Houſe, he went home, and penn'd 


down all the Particulars of my Entertainment 


that he could remember ; and deſiring him, if he 
could, by ſome means, to procure a ſecond Read- 
Ing of it; which was, without Doubt, 


might be rhe Maſter of the whole, 


As I have now gone through the Facts and 
Calumnies charg'd upon me by this poetical A- 
pothecary, in his Preface; and, I hope, in fo 

clear 


J an- 
ſwer'd, That as the Copy was put into his Hands 


that he 


lear 


CW 

clear a Light, that the Town will be convine'd 
J could have no Deſign of robbing him of any 
one Part of his Piece, or claiming it as my own, 
to my own Diſadvantage ; I ſhall beg leave to 
throw in a few ſhort Remarks as to the Conduct of 
Mr. Hill, in general, in this Affair, and thoſe odd 
Aſſertions of his, which require no Confutation 
in point of common Honeſty, or moral Character. 


Firſt, Mr. Hill having charg'd, that I had at- 


tempted t blacken his Character with the Name 


of a Cheat and Impoſtor, by affirming publickly 
that the Piece was not his, (which, in Truth, 
was only declaring that His was not mine) I was 
ſo far from thinking any thing like this, from the 
firſt Moment of my reading it, that I was fully 
perſuaded there was no Perſon ſo low in Life as 
would lay the eat Claim to it. He might there- 
fore have ſpar'd any Vouchers to prove his Title. 


Secondly, Mr. Hill ſays, Tis about Four Years 
* ſince he finiſh'd his Piece; at which Time he car- 
* ried it to Mr. Fletewood, who approved it, and faid 
© he would perform it, not doubting but it would 
turn out to both their Advantages ; bur it being * 


the middle of the Seaſon, and much Time would 


© be taken up in getting ready the Scenes and Ma- 
* chinery, it would be impoſlible to bring it out 
* that Winter. In the very Beginning of 


ANOTHER SEASON, he went to him again: 
He, unfortunately, was out of Town; and after 
waiting ſome Days, fearing this Seaſon would be 


* loſt 


* loft too, he carried it to Mr. Rich, whoremeral 
© jt with this Anſwer, That iwas an injudiciau# 


Thing, and not fit for the Stage. Mr. Fletewond) 
< was on this going about it; but hearing Mr. Rich! 
« was buly in it, "and too forward by a Months 
© Preparation for him to overtake, he was fore'd 


to drop it. 


TH IS is mere Sophiſtry : Tot 


Ir Mr. Fletewood approved of it, why did Mr. 
Hill bring it to me the very beginning of another 
Seaſon f (if by that he means the next Seaſon) 


This was uſing Mr. Fletewood ill, 


IF by another Seaſon, he meant two Years aſter, 
as by his own Confeſſion he did, what was doiny 
with this Entertainment the two intervening Years ? 


Next, he takes his Copy from Mr. Fl:;ewood.. 
and, without his Knowledge, brings it to me, and 
then runs to Mr. Fletecood to acquaint him, how 
feandalou/ly Had ud him (not reflecting how 
ill he had treated that Gentleman, who had { ) highly 
commended, and would have performed it); and 
then he fays, by his Advice, he recover d his Copy, 
which was in my Hands fcarce 70 Days, and 
returned to him at his frff Demand of it. He 
then acquainted Mr Hlete g να, with wy Anſwer, 
That it Ses an injudicious Thing, aud not fit 
for the Stage; and, UPON THIS, At. Fieie wogd 
Das going about it. How do theſe Things hang 
together! Or is th os the leaſt A ppcarance ol Tru: by 
or Probability in all this? 
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Wy] 0 7, to prevent all this Trouble, Mr. Flete- 
Bod could, had he pleaſed, have informed Mr. 
il, that I had ſuch an Entertainment of my ownz 
Ewhich I had communicated to him long before he 
had any Concern in the Management of the Drury- 
Lane Company. 


Thirdly, As he has, in Abuſe of my Candour 
and Generoſity, in communicating to him the Plan 
and Contents of my Fable, for his private Satisfac- 
tion only, attempted to expoſe it by a ridiculous 
Criticiſm, and to load it with his znaginary Ab- 
furdities; I ſhall take the Liberty to make uſe of 
his own Obſervations; and from thence ſhew how 
unjuſtly, and with how little Reaſon, he charges 
me with having borrowed one Hint, or one ſingle 
Thought from his Entertainment. For tho he con- 
feſſes he has no ſuch Character as Rhodope, no 
Eur dice upon Earth, his Scene of Hell quite op- 
polite to that of mine, being agreeable, as he pre- 
tends, to the Syſtem of the ancient Heathens. Tho' 
he has no Aſcalax, nor no Apollo, and tho* his 
Orpheus is ſlain in an impracticable manner, by 
the Bacchanals : And whereas, 1 have no Ehmen, 
no Calliope, no Proſerpine, no Bacchus, and my 
Orpheus with more Propriety is diſcovered lain, 
and there is nothing in common berwixt us, be- 
ſides the Names of Orpheus, Eurydice and Pluto, 
and a ſingle Duetto, which neither in Words or 
Sentiments, has any Reſemblance to his, as he him- 
ſelf admits; yet is this weak Man ſo idlely perverſe 
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altered from his. 


Fourthly, He charges me with many Ab ſurdities 
and Blunders, yet has not pointed out One. I 
could inſtance 77numerable in his thro'the Whole; 
but, not to be roo tedious to the Reader, ſhall only 


mention Two. He introduces his Eurydice in] 


Hell, as an /zcorporeal Being, and yet, makes her 
hang upon Orpheus Neck; ay, and makes Or- 
pheus too embrace her, tho' ſhe has no bodily Sub. 
ftance — He makes Javelins and Stones that are 
lanced and thrown at Orpheus, to be firſt ſuſpended 
in Air in the midſt of their Flight, by the Power 
of his Muſick, then to drop harmleſly at his Feet; 
and then, ſo ſoon as his Muſick ceaſes, by a volun- 
tary Motion, the Javelins and Stones riſe up in 
Concert, transfixing Orpheus, and daſhing'his Brains 
_ | 


Fifthly. Bur, my poor Mrs. Rhodope ſcems 
to be a Pz//this great maſter in Criticiſm does not 
know how to ſwallow. Who ſhe is, or where 1 
picked her up, lics not within the Compaſs of his 


Reading. He tells us, he has conſulted Ovids 


Metamorphoſes in Engliſh, Tooke's Pantheon, 
and Littleton's Dictionary, the laſt of which he 
fays mentions Kho7ope, a Mountain of Thrace; 
but had our Poctaſter luckily underſtood Latin, 
as he is a Maſter ot Greek, it you will believe his 
own Inſinuations, this Littleton would have in- 
formed him, that this ſame Mountain derived its 

Name 
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as to perſiſt that my Entertainment is ſtolen and 


5 8 3 . 8 N of 
[9 1 
n and Name from Rhodope, a Queen of Thrace; who, 1 
as Ovid ſays, was transformed into it; or, as others, | 
| with more probability, was there buried. 
dities | 5 I | 
ne. Þ J am conſcious to myſelf with Mr. Hill, that 
hole; ſhould J enlarge farther on this trifling Affair, I 
l only ought, with him, to be aſhamed of running it out 
ce in to ſuch a length. | a 1 
es her | : | | ] 
5 0: Uron the Whole, therefore, I ſhall content my- 
Sub elf with obſerving, tho' I have the higheſt re- 5 
it are gard for Men of Senſe and Worth in his Pro- ; 
ended ſeſſion, that this Mr. Hill, according to the vul- ! 
'ower | ear Saying, really zalks like an Apothecary. | 
Feet; | OO. | . 
olun- FZOHN RICH. 
up in | 
rains P. F. Whereas he charges me with an Intent 
of playing his Harlequinade too, and, as he | 
thinks, without any Alteration I do aver, 
ſeems I never ſaw any ſuch Harlequinade ; there 4 
'S not being none in that Copy, read at the Bedford 
ere | Coffee-houſe; nor, as he there confeſſed, in 
Ff his that left at my Houſe in Bloomsbury-Square+ 
vids . : | | 
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